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COMMENTARY

May 4, more than jl.lSt a memory

The writer is the mother of one of
the four students killed at Kent State
on May 4, 1970. This commentary was
dlsb'Lbu.tedhyKngﬁr Ridder/Tribune
Information Services.

By Elaine Holstein

NEW YORK: This week is the 30th an-
ni' of the killing of four stu-
dents - including my son Jeff Miller -
at Kent State University by the Ohio
NMational Guard.
At a few minutes past noon on May
4Inmun::eagam this anni-
- an anniversary that marks
y the most tragic event of my
hfehutahumeufthemﬂdmgmce—
g 5 | That's 10 1
t's Fea:sun—
rhanleﬁwfhfe.He had turned 20
just a month before he decided to at-
tend the protest rally that ended in his
death and the dl:aths of Allison
Krause, Sandy Scheuer and Bill
Schroederandthewundms

of nine
of their fellow students.
That]eﬁ'chnsetuattmdd]atdem—
onstration came as no surprise to
Anymwhnmewhimmthns&days
would have been shocked if he had
decided to sit that one out.
There were markers
that led him inexorably to
puspmtm Attheageufa Ieft'wr:t:fte
concern for
the phght of blacrir. Americans. I
learned of this only when I received a
callﬁ-umEbon{ which as-
sumed he was black and assured me
he was bound to be a “future leader of
the black community.”
Shortly before his 16th
Jeff com poetnhzcalledw'hm
Does It ? In it, he the
horror he felt about “the War Without
a Purpose.” Snwhm]eﬁ‘m]lﬂ:lmfun
the morning of May 4th and told me
he planned to a rally to protest

the “incursion” of U.S. military forces
into Cambodia, I merely expressed my

gﬁ_ll.lb‘t astoﬂleeﬂ’acuvm&ufsullan—
“Dunt Mnm." he said. “1
f bul [ won't get my
head usted."llau ed and assured
him I wasn't
The bullet that ended Jeff's life also
destroyed the I had been - a

naive, politically unaware woman.
Until the spring uf 1970, T would have

- mm{ nunmnmmm Jwrml file photo
Elaine and Arthur Holstein last fall at the
Kent State marker for her son, Jeffrey Miller

stated with absolute assur- "' [-
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theshmungsatﬁentstate.

mmn;gamd

hﬂfﬂmtwewem
a no-win situation In vlet- .
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tain that no one would want -
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my home
showed me how wrong I
was.

To most pen le, Eem
State is just one those trau- ]
matic events that occuxred I

during a tumultuous time. To
me it's the one experience I will never I3
recover from. It's also the one ga i
my communication with my o]l:ier ¥
son, Russ: Neither of us dares to talk §
about what happened at Kent State for *
fea:rthntwe’]lnpmﬂoudpmsofm--
tion we can't deal with.

\E’heneverﬂmemnmthardeath ‘
glzthefamﬂr.wcnotun]ym?umﬂm ol

derly parent or grandparent or aunt .
who has passed away; we also experi-
ence again the loss of Jeff.




